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e KGE oFFICER was waitng for
him wher johr Barron, -aclaved
in trafne. armved at home orn =
cark, rainy night in November
1076. Stamislav Levehenko rose as
Barron entered the room. and for
2 moment the TWO SIOOC. assessing
cach other. “We are proud that vou
are among as,” Barron sad, in
Kussiar.

-Situng by the fire, Barron, =
Reader's Digest Senior Editer, and
Levchenke. who had defected from
e KGB 1n Tokyo. began to deveiop
what was 10 bt 2 deep friendshig.
Inmigued by Barron coliecuor of

Tecoroed music, Levchenke askec.

to h=ar again and agair “Plaisir

< Amour” and “A Mighry Fortrese -

1s Our Goc.” Barron. who had once

served with U.S. Naval intelligence

and who wzs author of =z major
book on the KGE. spoke experty
with Levehenko abour the hife be
nac escapec jess than @ month be-
fore. At one point, about = z.am.
Levchenko 1ok 2 copv of Barron's
1¢74 book on the KGE from = shelf,
twned 10 z favorite passagr and
reac aioud.

The book, which hac prompted
Levchenko to conma Barron, was
ow: of print Because of 2 continy-
ing demand, Barron had consig-
cred updaung and repubbshing it
Now, here in hus home, speaking
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gravely anc urgenty, was the £
KGE speaiabist in Active Measy
e fiee 1 the West Levchen
knew inumately the KGB's
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panding campaign 10 infuence and
co-opt diplomats, journalists, poli-
Daan: anc -organizations every-
where. Anc it Tokvo Resiaeney,
where Levchenko hac practicec
these Actve Measures. was among
the four or Hve most imporant
in the woric.

Levchenke becamne the mmperus
for .an enurelv new book. laving
bare hitherto hidden recesses of the
Soviet security anc espionage app:-
rates. KGE Todey: The Hidaer
Hanc, publishec by Reader's Diges:
Press. Oevores three chapters 10
Levehenko's story. These 2re cor.-
Oehsed ar this issue (sec pape 123

Bur Levchenkos inside knowi-
eage as 2 KGB major—his abilirv 1o
$pot 2 KGE ofneer behinc : dipic-
matic charaoe, his familiariry with
ways anc means of sicaling high
technoiogy from the Wesi—geave
Barror : fresh perspective or @
subject he aiready knew well,

Barron, whose 1enacity 2¢ an in-
vesugaDve reporter hac won him
many 2warcs, worked for 20 monthe
at this pew wsk. With the worle-
wide resources of The Digesz, par-
deularly the interview apd research
skilis of Associate Editor G. Wil

5!

C CONTIT U ED

CIA-VRDP90-OO552 R000302630004-5



